
WHAT IS THE MEETING & 
EVENT INDUSTRY?
 Have you ever attended an awesome event, party 
or festival? Well, the meeting industry is where all 
the magic happens. It’s like a big playground for 
planning, setting up and delivering cool gatherings, 
conferences and events of all kinds. From tiny 
business meetings to massive exhibitions (think: 
Comicon), this industry is all about making things 
happen and bringing people together.
 The meeting industry isn’t just about making 
events fun. It’s a big deal in business, too. Events  
help companies share ideas, make important 
decisions, learn new stuff and just have a good time. 
And guess what? This industry is all about serving 
different groups, like businesses, governments and 
nonprofit organizations. From technology to 
healthcare to finance, the meeting industry rocks 
in all kinds of fields.
 Here’s the scoop on the different types of events 
you can work on.

• Meetings: These are like group hangouts where 
people talk, share info and make decisions. It 
could be a small team chat or a big company 
summit.

• Incentives: Think of these as reward parties and 
trips. They’re thrown to celebrate when people 
hit goals, like getting that project done or 
reaching a sales target.

• Conferences: These are gatherings for people 
who geek out over the same stuff. They have 
speakers, workshops and cool things to learn.

• Exhibitions and Trade Shows: Ever been to a big 
event where companies show off their coolest 
stuff? That’s what these are all about. You can 
explore the latest gadgets and ideas.

• Special Events: These are one-of-a-kind parties, 
like weddings, festivals and family get-togethers. 
They can also include concerts and art shows.
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WHY GET INTO THIS INDUSTRY? 
BECAUSE IT’S AWESOME:
 
• It’s Super Creative: Imagine planning amazing

themes, awesome decorations and unique
setups. It’s like turning your creative ideas
into real-life events!

• Never Boring: Every event is different. You could
plan a fancy conference one day and
a wild party the next. It keeps things fresh
and exciting.

• Making Memories: You’re the mastermind
behind events that people remember and
talk about. You're creating memories that
last a lifetime.

• Team Player: You work with all sorts of people,
from clients to vendors. Collaborating and
meeting new faces is part of the fun.

• Always Learning: The industry is always
changing with new trends and tech. So, you’ll
keep learning and growing, which is awesome
for your skills.

• Travel and Adventure: A lot of events take you
places! You can work on projects all around the
country or even the world.

• Career Growth: As events become more
important, your skills will be in-demand.
You can move up the ladder and even start
your own business.

 Remember, the meeting industry isn’t just about 
setting up events—it’s about creating experiences, 
bringing people together and making the world 
a bit more awesome. So, if you’re into planning, 
creativity and connecting, this could be your 
dream gig!

HERE ARE THE
SKILLS YOU NEED: 
• Creativity: Imagine turning an empty room

into a magical wonderland. You need to come
up with cool themes, designs and ideas to
make events unforgettable.

• Organization: From schedules to budgets,
you’ve got to keep things in order. Making
sure every detail is perfect takes mad
organizational skills.

• Communication: You’re the middle person
between clients, vendors and your team. You
gotta explain ideas clearly and listen to what
everyone wants.

• Quick Thinker: Sometimes things go off track.
Being able to think on your feet and come up
with solutions is key.

• Team Player: Events are a group effort.
You’ll be working with lots of different
folks, so being a team player is a must.

• Attention to Detail: You’ve got to make
sure everything’s perfect, from the
decorations to the food. Small things
can make a big difference.

• Networking: Building relationships with
clients, vendors and other event pros is a
big part of the game. Networking helps
you get the best deals and connect with
the right people.

• Adaptability: The event world can be
unpredictable. Being able to roll with the
punches and adapt to changes is crucial.

 So, if you’re ready to create amazing events, 
bring people together and make memories that 
last a lifetime, the meeting industry might just 
be your calling!

Meeting Professionals International (MPI) is the largest meeting and event industry association worldwide. 
The organization provides innovative and relevant education, networking opportunities and business exchanges, and acts 
as a prominent voice for the promotion and growth of the industry. MPI has a global community of 60,000 meeting and 
event professionals including nearly 13,000 engaged members. It has nearly 70 chapters, clubs and members in more than 
75 countries worldwide. When we meet, we change the world. Visit mpi.org for more information.

Visit Detroit is a private, nonprofit organization whose mission is to market and sell the metropolitan Detroit area on a 
worldwide basis as a destination for leisure and business travel including conventions, trade shows, corporate meetings, 
tours and incentive travel to maximize additional visitors, visitor expenditures, state and local tax revenues and job 
opportunities. More than 700 businesses are represented in Visit Detroit’s membership. Visit Detroit was founded in 1896 
as the world’s first convention and visitors bureau (CVB). Visit visitdetroit.com for more information.

www.mpi.org
www.visitdetroit.com

