
Award 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003
Location

Virtual World of Coca-Cola The W. Midtown Atlanta History Center Flourish by Legendary 
Events

American Spirit Works Fox Theater GA Aquarium Cobb Energy Performing Arts 
Centre

The Westin Buckhead Loews Atlanta Omni CNN W Midtown Sheraton Atlanta The Georgia Aquarium Intercontinental Buckhead Grand Hyatt Buckhead The Fox Theater

Chair
Carla Carroll Carla Carroll & Brad Gibson Carla Carroll & Miranda 

Behner von Litolff
Brittany Hinger Brittany Hinger and Jamie 

Lea Shiver
Anna Williams and Tracy 
Keller

Monica Compton and Sybil 
Lee

Lance Hornecker
Dale Gustafson
Kim Maling
Shannon Pike

Lance Hornecker
Susan Rimmer

Lance Hornecker
Susan Rimmer

Felicia Newberry

Theme
N/A Made for Wow City of Stars Rising from the Ashes The Speakeasy A Spiritied Affair n/a Aquatic Fusion Le Bal Masque Pure Imagination All That Glitters GaMPI Prom Black & White Enchantment Under the Sea Barefoot in the Hamptons

President Outgoing
Abby Freeman Tim Barrett Andy Williams Eileen Roehl, CMP Annie Mullins Mike Michel Candice Crossfield Larry Green Jeff Whitney Meredith Martini Kate Lastinger Brenda Dempsey Cynthia Alford Lance Hornecker Leigh Ann Waters Michael Hall Eddie Potter Kenneth Jones

Award Recipients
Planner Member of the 
Year

Peter Schmidt
NHS Global Events

Laura Steele, CMP, 
OneStream Software

Lesli Castaneda, CMP
Cox Enterprises

Chris Bonnett, CMP Ashley Izydore
Children's Heathcare of 
Atlanta

Cynthia Alford, DMCP
Destination South Meetings 
& Events

Eileen Roehl, CMP
Murfee Meetings Group

Laura Guerin, CMP Debbie DeMarco, CMP Lesli Castaneda, CMP Susan Rimmer, CMP, CTE Abby Freeman, CMP Marcia Simon, CMP Marian Spencer Natalie Nardone Gwen Evans Leslie Swiedom Loriann White, CMM

Supplier Member of the 
Year

Joel Miller
ButtonItUp

Carla Carroll, Salamander 
Hotels & Resorts

Devon McKenna
Photosynthesis Studio

Tara Brashear Ginny Izydore
Barnsley Resort

Jeff Whitney  
Event Transportation / 
Atlanta

Andy Williams, TMP Lance Hornecker, CMP, CMM Jennifer Hicks, CASE, CMP Megan Maharry Lance Hornecker,CMP, CMM Todd Finch Matt Clouser Kathi Kelly Sara Justice Josh Baker Hali Cooper, CMP

Rising Star of the Year Peter Schmidt
NHS Global Events

Brad Gibson, Active 
Productions and Design

Megan Wolszczak
King and Spalding

Lissette Mathus Steven Schumacher
Emory Conference Center 
Hotel

Kalen Parks, CMP
Children's Healthcare of 
Atlanta

Kelli Lusk Andy Williams, TMP Naomi Green Jill Mastrogiacomo Annie Mullins Yorke Gale Jenny Munn Jonathan Wagner Abby Freeman Megan Griffin-Norton Candice Crossfield

Committee of the Year Hospitality/Welcome 
Committee - Membership

Networking Events 
Committee

Re:Connect 2016 Phoenix Awards 
Committee

Membership Retention 
Committee:
Hayley Burch, CMP - Chair
The Ridges Resort & Marina

The Gathering 2015
Chair: Sybil Lee, CMP
The Coca-Cola Company

Eventeract 2014 Education-Curriculum 
Committee

Phoenix Awards 2011 Phoenix Awards Committee 
2010

Phoenix Awards Committee 
2009

Member Activation 
Committee

The Gathering 2007 Programs Committee BreakOut Committee Programs Committee Curriculum Committee

Chapter Leader of the Year Tim Barrett, CMP
Destination South Meetings 
& Events

Melissa Legaux, CMP, ACVB Ashley Izydore Euler, CMP
Children's Healthcare of 
Atlanta

Chris Bonnett, CMP Jeff Whitney
Event Transportation Atlanta

Andy Williams, CMP, TMP 
Destination South Meetings 
& Events

Annie Mullins, CMP, CHCP Stephanie Henriksen Abby Freeman, CMP Kate Lastinger, CMM, CMP Larry Greene Cynthia Alford, CTP Shari Westmoreland, CMP Loriann White, CMM Dave O’Connor, CMP,CHME Sheila Evans Dwayne Keller Lance Hornecker, CMP, CMM

Hall of Fame / Lifetime 
Achievement

Dwayne Keller Megan Perks, CMP, CMM, 
Palm House Group

Cynthia L. Alford, DMCP
Destination South Meetings 
& Events

Ginny Izydore Jeff Whitney
Event Transportation Atlanta

Hayward C. Cox, Jr., CMP
Retired

Meredith Martini, M.S. Pam Shepherd, CHSP Gregg Lauer, CMP Brenda Dempsey Lance Hornecker, CMP, CMM Leigh Ann Waters Michael C. Hall Lorraine Powell Kenna Thomas, CMP Eddie Potter, CMP Connie Bergeron, CMP

Hayward C Cox Award Russell LoPinto
ONServices

Cynthia Alford, DMCP, 
Destination South Meetings 
& Events

Brenda Dempsey
Nashville Convention & 
Visitors Bureau

Carol Hall Lesli Castaneda, CMP
Cox Enterprises

Dwayne Keller
InterContinental Buckhead 
Atlanta

Leigh Ann Waters Dale Gustafson, CMP Jeanne Crane Lance Hornecker, CMP, CMM Kathi Kelly Gwen Evans Benita Falk Terri Moss, CMP Georgia Brown, CMP Deborah Hill, CMP Ann Hittle, CMP Gregg Lauer, CMP

President's Award Tierra Copeland
International Living Future 
Institute

Tara Zeravsky, CMP, Meeting 
Expectations

Jeff Holland
Monalto Corporate Events

Sybil A. Lee, CMP Pamela Shepherd
USMostivation

Kit McClung, CMP
Callaway Gardens

Laura Guerin, CMP Annie Mullins, CMP, CHCP Meredith Martini, Stephanie 
Henriksen, Abby Freeman, 
CMP

Kirsten Arthur
Burt Holland

Lance Hornecker, CMP, CMM Cynthia Alford, CTP
Marcia Simon, CMP

Beth Whitman Lavon Lacey
Brian Green, CMM, CMP

None Given None Given

Lorraine Powell Influence 
Award

Heather Herrig, CMP
every.last.detail

Maria Trammell, Jekyll Island 
Authority

Melissa Legaux, CMP
Atlanta Convention & Visitors 
Bureau

Eileen Roehl, CMP
Murfee Meetings Group

Jeff Whitney
Event Transportation Atlanta

Connie Bergeron, CMP
Site Selection Solutions, Inc.

Dahlia Williams Tyra Hilliard, PhD., JD, CMP Jeff Whitney

Innovative Concept Award MPI Georgia Mobile App The Exchange Tech Talks, 2018 Tech 
Summit

2017 Tech Summit - App and 
The Game of Techs

Fall Classic "Plan B":
Christopher Yueh - Chair
AIA Atlanta

Kathi Kelly - Logistics Chair
KSL Resorts

Student Member of the 
Year

N/A N/A n/a n/a Sara Mellars
Canoe

n/a Chris Bonnett n/a

Sponsor Impact of the Year Reno/Tahoe Atlanta Convention and 
Visitors Bureau

Active Productions and 
Design

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a Wynn | Encore, Las Vegas AMR Resorts Starwood Hotels & Resorts 
Worldwide

Aruba Convention Bureau?? A Legendary Event Encyclomedia Active Production & Design ConferenceDirect The Westin Peachtree Plaza 
/ Americas Mart

Venue of the Year N/A N/A n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a Fiesta Americana Grand 
Coral Beach Resort & Spa

AMR Resorts Georgia World Congress 
Center

The Westin Aruba Resort Palace Resorts Georgia Aquarium Maestro’s at Castleberry Hill Hyatt Regency Atlanta Chateau Elan

Shining Star of the Year N/A N/A n/a n/a Carol Hall
Augusta Marriott at the 
Convention Center

Laura Steele Kim Maling, CMP, DMCP n/a

Special Project of the Year N/A N/A n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a The Gathering 2011 CMP Study Group The Phoenix Awards 2008 Indulgence 2008 Green Meetings Iniative The Phoenix Awards 2005 Summer Educational 
Conference

The Gathering


