
Time Flies When You are Having Fun!

Hard to believe we are almost halfway through this calendar year, 2026. I have
enjoyed my time leading this chapter so far, and I am looking forward to some

great events during the second half of the year. The Heartland Chapter Board of
Directors held our mid-year retreat at The Meridian in West Des Moines on
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Thursday, May 21st. I was so proud to witness the collaboration and energy as
we came together for team-building activities along with a robust agenda.

Everyone in the room and those who joined virtually were engaged and brought
their expertise to the table, helping us get organized, and prepare for a great

final 6 months.

The Heartland Chapter had a tremendous showing at MPI’s WEC annual
conference, June 2-4 in San Antonio. For those of you who have not checked it
out yet, here is a link to some great pictures of our group that were there: 2026

WEC!

 As we enter our chapter lull between education events-- our next education
event is Tuesday, Sept. 15 at Arbor Day Lodge in Nebraska City, “The Power of

Questions.” However, please save the date/keep your eyes peeled on our
socials for two exciting upcoming social events. The first happened Wednesday,

June 24 at ITA Group HQ in Des Moines. Next the Omaha social event is
scheduled on Wednesday evening July 29 (5-7pm) at a Jay’s Games & Beer

Garden. Finally, the countdown is on for our annual chapter/education/Heartland
Connection event in Dubuque, IA, November 2-4!

Thank you for being an active member of the Heartland Chapter of MPI. I
encourage you to make the most of your Summer. Summer is a time to

recharge, stay cool by spending time with family & friends at the pool or a BBQ.
Tell a friend/colleague about your experience with MPI, see if you can find a new

member to join our chapter by year end. I look forward to seeing you soon at
another Heartland Chapter event.

Yours in Hospitality,

Cory Carlson

President

MPI Heartland Chapter
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A Look at WEC!

Heartland Chapter members joined industry peers from around the world at
MPI’s World Education Congress (WEC) in San Antonio. From inspiring keynote

presentations to innovative educational sessions and meaningful networking
opportunities, WEC provided attendees with new insights, fresh inspiration, and

valuable connections that will continue to strengthen our chapter and the
meetings industry as a whole.
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OMAHA SUMMER SOCIAL – Wednesday, July 29 | 5–7 PM

Jay’s Games & Beer Garden – 3724 Farnam St. | Omaha, NE

Join your fellow MPI Heartland Members for a fun summer evening of
networking and connection at the Omaha Summer Social!

Enjoy your favorite drink on the outdoor patio, catch up with industry peers, and
challenge friends to play a game inside at one of Omaha’s favorite social spots.

We look forward to bringing everyone together for a relaxed evening of summer
fun and great conversation!
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Michelle Russell & Shelly McElroy

Co-Directors of Sponsorship, MPI Heartland
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mrussell@alhi.com

shelly.mcelroy@hilton.com 

Thank you to our Annual Partners!

When a New Member uses an
existing member's number as a
referral during their registration:

The new member has the $50
application fee wavied.

The referring member gets $25 off of
a future membership renewal & gets

$50 cash!

With hundreds of hours of free
education for MPI members, the MPI
Academy is your one-stop shop for
meeting planning and event industry

skills training, CE credits and
certificate courses.

Featuring online and in-person
classes and webinars, it's the perfect
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resource for the job you have - or the
job you want.

We’re always looking for ways to
provide the support and resources
you need to advance your career.

With the new MPI Career Center you
can move forward stronger than ever

with a more intuitive job search,
salary and job growth insights,

resume evaluations and real-time
alerts when jobs become available.

    

A special offer for our members! The
Kansas City, Chicago Area, Indiana,
St. Louis, Heartland (Nebraska/Iowa)
and Oklahoma Chapters of MPI are
partnering on a promotion to offer

Affiliate Memberships at our
chapters for a discount!

This gives you access to each
chapters’ education events, social

events, and member databases and
more!
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Save the Date: September Chapter Meeting

Mark your calendars for our September Chapter Meeting on September 15,
2026, at Lied Lodge at Arbor Day Farm in Nebraska City, Nebraska.

This year's program, "Cultivating Curiosity: The Power of Questions," will
challenge attendees to think differently about the role curiosity plays in

leadership, communication, and professional growth. Through engaging
discussion and practical insights, participants will discover how thoughtful

questions can drive innovation, foster stronger relationships, and create new
opportunities for success.
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If You Build It, They Will Meet

Designing Meetings that Matter, Inspire Attendance & Impact

Join the MPI Heartland Chapter in Dubuque for its 2026 Annual Meeting
experience, beginning with the Heartland Connection networking event at the
Field of Dreams Movie Site on Monday, November 2 at 4:00 p.m., followed by

the Annual Meeting on Tuesday, November 3 from 8:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. Inspired
by the iconic destination and its legacy of connection and storytelling, this year’s

theme explores how planners can design meetings that foster authentic
engagement, inspire attendance, and create lasting impact.

Through interactive education sessions, collaborative discussions, experiential
networking, and baseball-inspired activations, attendees will gain fresh ideas for
creating meetings people genuinely want to attend. From neuroscience in event
design to crowd-sourced industry conversations and high-energy engagement
strategies, the program is intentionally designed to model the very concepts it

aims to inspire.

Registration Will Open in August!

Book your hotel room for the Annual Meeting now!

Hilton Garden Inn Dubuque

Key Hotel Dubuque
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Follow us on Social Media!

Facebook Instagram LinkedIn

Sincerely,

MPI Heartland mpiheartland@morgandata.com

If you no longer want to recieve emails from MPI Heartland, please Opt-Out.
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