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MPI-WISCONSIN CHAPTER

EDITOR'S NOTE

Published bimonthly by
Meeting Professionals International –
Wisconsin Chapter

It’s hard to believe that we’re already in
the second half of 2016 and as I write the
Editor’s Letter for the July/August issue of
the AGENDA, I’m reminded of all the great
work that we’ve done as a chapter this year.
From great attendance at our regular monthly
meetings to our recent Education Day and
Golf Outing events, our chapter members
and volunteers have been hard at work all
year long producing and participating in some
outstanding chapter events.

CO-EDITORS
Joe Millenbach
Global Account Executive
Conference Direct
joe.millenbach@conferencedirect.com
Calley Van Kirk
Group Sales Manager
Holiday Inn Milwaukee Riverfront
calley@himilwaukee.com
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Claudia Cabrera
Maria Peot
Katie McGinnis
Liz Unruh

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Ann Shultz, AJS Designs, ajsdesigns.net

PHOTOGRAPHY
David LaHaye, lahayephotography.com

PUBLICATION DEADLINES

Thankfully for all of us, Summer is in full swing and it is finally time to kick back
and relax a bit after all that hard work from the first half of the year. With that
in mind, our chapter will once again be hosting our Summer Social events in
Madison, Milwaukee, and the Fox Cities this year. If you haven’t attended a
Summer Social before, you’re missing out and I highly encourage you to come
on out and enjoy a drink with some of your fellow MPI members. There’s no
educational program, no CMP study group, and no agenda other than some fun
networking with your industry peers, so mark your calendars for the Summer
Social near you and come on out and join us!
Cheers!

Joe

September/October 2016
Deadline: July 15, 2016
November/December 2016
Deadline: September 15, 2016
January/February 2017
Deadline: Nov 15, 2016

PERMISSIONS
Material in this publication may not be
reproduced in any form without permission.
Statements of fact and opinion within Agenda
are the responsibility of the author(s) and do not
imply an opinion of the officers or members of
MPI or MPI-Wisconsin Chapter.
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Tricks + Tips for Social Media
By: Claudia Cabrera and Maria Peot
Is your business new to Facebook, Instagram, Twitter or
LinkedIn and want to know the best practices, trends and tips
in social media?
Then you are in the right place. We know that it is hard to
keep up with the latest changes and trends in social media
marketing and want to show you some tips that will get you
and your business started on your new journey in the social
media world!
•

Increase your engagement with your audience by asking
questions on your status updates. Make your posts fun,
interesting and interactive. Always make sure to interact
with your followers by answering their questions and by
liking their comments.

•

Use images or videos to make your status updates more
attractive — do not post only text.

•

Focus on the social media platforms where your
audience already exists. Start with one or two
platforms, experiment to find out what works best for
you, and then add platforms as you grow and become
more comfortable. Don’t overwhelm yourself by taking
on too much at once.

•

Create a social media calendar for your various
platforms. Make sure to include the posting date, time
(if necessary), content and hashtags to be used. Know
that some platforms, such as Twitter, have limitations
on the total number of characters in a post.

•

Use a fun, easy and creative hashtag to promote
your events, news, contests and anything that you
would like to share. If you want to use a hashtag for a
specific purpose, make sure that the hashtag you have
chosen isn’t being used by another organization for an
unrelated purpose. Also, don’t hesitate to use hashtags
that other organizations use for related posts.

Do you have other tips and tricks that we haven’t included
here? Share them with us on our social media platforms:

mpi_wi_chapter
MPI Wisconsin
MPI-WI Chapter

•

Follow and like other business pages that are related to
you that you will benefit from having a connection with.

MPI Wisconsin Chapter

•

Be diverse on your status content. Alternate using
photos, videos and links.

MPI Wisconsin

Cardinal Stritch
Agreement
MPI-Wisconsin President Tom Graybill was part of the articulation
agreement signing between Cardinal Stritch University and
Milwaukee Area Technical College, which allows MATC students
to seamlessly transfer to Cardinal Stritch to pursue a bachelor's
degree in the school's new Bachelor of Science in Hospitality
and Event Management program.
Mr. Graybill was honored to represent MPI-Wisconsin at the
event, speaking to the audience about the importance of this
agreement to help students pursue careers in the industry.
6
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President's Column
Welcome to a new MPI year!

MPI-Wisconsin
Summer Socials
July 13th-Madison
August 11th-Milwaukee
August 24th-Fox Cities

I am thrilled to start this new year in MPI as your chapter President. I’ll be honest, when I joined
MPI in 2011 I wouldn’t have guessed that I would join the Board of Directors, much less become
the President of the chapter! I started my involvement in MPI fairly slow. I didn’t attend a lot of
events my first year and because of that, I didn’t feel I had much to “show” for the membership
fee I paid. Then I made a conscious decision to MAKE time to attend our chapter events…
and that’s when my experience with MPI started to change. I got to know people and looked
forward to seeing them every month (and still do). One of those people asked me to volunteer
in a small way on an education team, and my involvement in that team grew over time. Another
person I met at an event was curious about what a “CMP” was (which I had just earned) so I
enthusiastically shared my experience preparing for the exam and encouraged them to go for
it. The more I attended our chapter events and got involved, the more I started to feel like I was
a part of something bigger than myself. Now, I view my volunteerism with MPI as my way to
give back to the community that has given me so much…quality education for my career path,
relationships with contacts in all facets of our supplier community, the opportunity to learn
new skills not available in my regular job, and last, but not least, amazing friendships!
On page 8 is a list of the people that have bravely stepped up to serve on your Board of Directors
for this coming year. I am so thankful for each of them in making the commitment to serve our
chapter in this way.
The Board has already been hard at work planning for the year ahead. We’re going to try some
new things this year and refine other processes and ideas we’ve already worked on. I’m sure
not all of these ideas will be 100% successes so thank you in advance for trying new things
with us! I’ll use this column to share some of the work this amazing group of people is putting
together for the chapter.
As a mom, I believe in the idea that “it takes a village,” and this is certainly true of MPI. It takes
all of us (including you!) to make this MPI chapter strong and a beneficial resource for all its
members. If you haven’t volunteered for the chapter in some way before, please consider making
this year the year you get involved. We are so fortunate to have a high number of members willing
to give back and assist the chapter in a multitude of ways and for those that have volunteered in
the past, THANK YOU. There really is a volunteer opportunity to fit every personality, ability and
time commitment. Are you a natural born sales person? Consider volunteering for the Finance
team selling sponsorships or raffle tickets, or recruiting new members with the Membership
team. Are you a good writer? Join the Communications team to post information on our social
media platforms or write press releases for our chapter events or write an article for the AGENDA
magazine. Want to get more experience in planning events? Become a member of an event team
for a regular chapter education event, one of the fundraising events we host throughout the year,
or the regional conference we host in partnership with the Indiana and Michigan chapters of MPI.
Not sure how to get started or where you might fit best? Come to one (or all!) of our Summer
Socials to get to know other members, catch up with your existing MPI-friends, enjoy the
summer weather. Any of our Board members will be happy to talk with you about how to
get the most of your MPI experience here in Wisconsin. Check the MPI-WI website and our
Facebook page for more details.
It’s going to be a GREAT year MPI-WI!

MPI Agenda

July/Aug 2016

|

7

Your New MPI-WI 2016-2017
Board of Directors & Board Members
PRESIDENT
JEN MELL, CMP

DIRECTOR-SPECIAL EVENTS
TRACEY BOCKHOP, CMP

PRESIDENT-ELECT
CLAUDIA CABRERA

DIRECTOR-MONTHLY PROGRAMMING
TAMARA PUTNEY

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
TOM GRAYBILL

DIRECTOR-PUBLICATIONS & COMMUNITY OUTREACH
SARAH BANACH

VICE PRESIDENT FINANCE
BRANDON SMITH

DIRECTOR-SPECIAL EDUCATION
TRISHA RAYMAKER

VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP
JOELLEN GRABER

DIRECTOR-STRATEGIC ALLIANCES, SPONSORSHIPS &
FUNDRAISING
BRENDA TOLER

Travel Leaders
jmell@tlcorporate.com

Meet Meetings
tracey@meetmeetings.com

Madison Marriott West Hotel & Conference Center
claudia.cabrera@atriumhospitality.com

Tri-Marq Communications
tom@trimarq.com

Derse
tputney@Derse.com

Marcus Hotels & Resorts
sarahbanach@hiltonmilwaukee.com

Levy Restaurants at Wisconsin Center District
BSmith@wcd.org

Special Olympics of Wisconsin
JGraber@SpecialOlympicsWisconsin.org

VICE PRESIDENT COMMUNICATIONS
FROST WILLIAMS
Visit Milwaukee
fwilliams@milwaukee.org

Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport
TRaymaker@expotelhospitality.com

Wisconsin Chiropractic Association
pbtoler@charter.net

DIRECTOR-WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, & PUBLIC RELATIONS
MARIA PEOT
Milwaukee Area Technical College
Maria.peot@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT EDUCATION
KATIE MCGINNIS

Iron Horse Hotel
kmcginnis@theironhorsehotel.com

DIRECTOR-AWARDS AND
SCHOLARSHIPS, & RECRUITMENT
ALISON HUTCHINSON
Fox Cities Convention & Visitor Bureau
ahutchinson@foxcities.org

DIRECTOR-MEMBER CARE
SARA KERN
Blue Harbor Resort & Spa
SKern@blueharborresort.com
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We have all the things you’d expect — but more importantly, we have things that surprise,
amaze and impress. Make your job easier by bringing your attendees to the city that celebrates
food, drink and fun while also hosting a full range of museums, the arts, a casino, nightlife and
miles of riverwalk. All in a walkable destination right on the coast of Lake Michigan.
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Blue Harbor Hosts Waves of Opportunity
By Katie Mcginnis - Senior Sales Manager - The Iron Horse Hotel
MPI-WI Director of Monthly Programming

S

pring Education on May 18-19th really did
provide us with “Waves of Opportunity!”
We started Wednesday off with a fantastic BBQ
dinner buffet hosted by Blue Harbor Resort. This
meal provided enough fuel for the Chairman’s Challenge
event where President Elect, Jennifer Mell, CMP lead us
all in a line dancing lesson. This was a great warm up to
her term as president on the MPI-WI chapter. After the
line dancing, we all worked up our appetite again and
Blue Harbor was there to save the night with s’mores,
drinks and a bonfire.
Thursday came early after all that fun. We had a great
lineup of education we didn’t want to miss! After
visiting with our Strategic Alliance Partners, we headed
off to the General Session to hear from Jonathan Howe
to learn about Market Negotiations and Contracts. He
caught our attention with what to pay attention to for
contract clauses--items that you need to include and
what you want to avoid. This was a great way to capture
both the attention of the suppliers and planners.
Next up was Jason Weber from the Menasha Police
Department. He brought to light a topic that could help
both planners and suppliers prepare for the worst. We
learned about what we can do if we were caught in an
Active Shooter scenario and how to react and respond to
help save lives.
After another delicious meal by Blue Harbor Resort the
2016-2017 board was installed and then we went into
breakouts lead by Jessica Levin, MBA, CMP, CAE, Jonathan
Howe and our very own President, Tom Graybill.
We finished the day off with a General Session by Jessica
Levin, MBA, CMP, CAE. In this session we were challenged
to connect with others in more ways than just networking
by exchanging business cards.
A big thank you to all that made this event possible! Blue
Harbor Resort for hosting, our great speakers for sharing
their knowledge, raffle donors, and the Spring Education
Team of Volunteers!

10
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// Blue Harbor Hosts Waves of Opportunity continued

MAY Community
Outreach Recap
By: Liz Unruh – Wisconsin Center District
MPI-WI Community Outreach Event Lead

MPI’s monthly meeting in May was held at the Blue Harbor.
We supported the Fisher House of Wisconsin. The Fisher
House is similar to the Ronald McDonald House, but for
any military veteran and their family. The Fisher House
can host up to 16 families at one time. This is the first and
only Fisher House in Wisconsin. There are 70 other Fisher
Houses throughout the United States.
In May, MPI collected laundry detergent, fabric softener,
and dryer sheets. They were overwhelmed by our
generosity and look forward to partnering with us in the
future. Curtiss Peck, the Executive Director, said it takes
special groups like us to help keep moving them forward.

12
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2016 Strategic
Alliances Partners
To all 2016 Strategic Alliance Partners “Thank You” for your
continued support of the MPI-WI Chapter. Your partnership
with the chapter is vital to the success of our programs and
the great education we offer to our members. We hope you
have seen it is great exposure for your companies and we look
forward to partnering again in 2017.

The largest convention hotel in Madison, Wisconsin,
with 373 guest rooms and 27,000 square feet of
flexible meeting space including 28 meeting rooms
and 12 hospitality suites. From conventions to small
strategic planning sessions to family reunions

1 West Dayton Street • Madison, Wisconsin 53703
800 356 8293 • info@concoursehotel.com
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Green,

G

et out your evening wear for what will be a night
we will never forget. This year’s 2016 MPI-WI
Awards Gala will be held at Lambeau Field where
memories are made. The day will include an
education program, reception, fabulous dinner, and awards
program. We will also be bringing back the Gold Ticket with
prizes like we have never seen before. The tickets will be $25
and will allow the winner to select one of the live auction items
BEFORE the live auction starts. We will also again have an
amazing silent auction full of wonderful options to bid on while
supporting MPI-WI.
The night will be full of surprises and we do hope to keep some
of them a surprise, you don’t want to miss out on this event.
Register now for a wonderful evening with all of your favorite
people, as we celebrate our members, volunteers and chapter
accomplishments. Reservations can also be made at the Tundra
Lodge for only $89 the night of Wednesday, September 14th!
Looking forward to seeing you all there.

14
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Wednesday, September 14, 2016
Lambeau Field
Green Bay, WI
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EVERYBODY HAS A GARY. Great guy, hardworking, difficult to please. Gary wants the
best of both worlds – a great place to meet and lots of stuff to do when the meeting ends.
That’s no problem in “The Waterpark Capital of the World!®” where you’ll find thousands
of square feet of meeting space, along with all the rides, slides, scenery, and golf Gary
can handle. He’ll thank you, and so will everyone else. Contact one of our destination
specialists for complimentary planning assistance.
MeetInTheDells.com | sales@wisdells.com | (888) 339-3822, ext. 345
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Executive Chef
Heather Terhune
Tre Rivali & The Outsider

graduated from the University of Missouri (Columbia) with
a Bachelor of Science in agriculture and hotel/restaurant
management in 1993.
With a desire to further her culinary education, Terhune
returned to the East Coast in 1993 to attend the New
England Culinary Institute, from which she graduated in
1995. This experience provided her with a foundation of
classic French cooking, which inspired Terhune to pursue
her first professional cooking position at The Willard Room
in Washington D.C.’s venerable Willard Hotel. Terhune
continued to hone her craft, later joining the team at The
Watergate Hotel’s famed Jean Louis restaurant, where she
worked under three-star rated Michelin chef Jean Louis
Palladin until his retirement. During her time at Jean Louis,
Terhune developed a true sense for her French technique,
as well as a love for butchering and appreciation for simple,
seasoned food.
Following the closure of Jean Louis in 1996, Terhune moved
to Durham, North Carolina to work at Pops Trattoria as sous
chef, in addition to pastry chef, a role she considers to be her
first culinary passion.

Originally from picturesque St. Albans, Vermont, Chef Heather Terhune first discovered her passion for cooking while
canning vegetables and making preserves under the watchful eyes of her mother and grandmother. Terhune’s family
first noticed her culinary interest at the age of four when
she asked for artichokes and spare ribs as a birthday present.
Food has been on her mind ever since. Enjoying the natural
bounty of Vermont was a way of life for the Terhune family,
who hunted, fished, gardened, tapped trees for maple syrup
and even raised pigs.
Despite spending most of her childhood in New England,
Terhune considers herself a proud Midwesterner. Her family
moved to Missouri during her teenage years, and Terhune

16
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In 1997, Terhune felt the itch to move to a big city and later
headed to Chicago to become the pastry chef at 312, before
taking on her first executive chef position with the opening
team of Atwood in 1999. After spending a decade mastering
her skills on American comfort food at this beloved Loop
mainstay, Terhune moved to Sable Kitchen & Bar at
Kimpton’s Hotel Palomar in downtown Chicago. As executive
chef at Sable, she created a menu of both innovative and
approachable dishes that highlighted the quality of local
ingredients.
With the opening of Tre Rivali and The Outsider, Terhune is
excited to return to the Midwest to launch Kimpton’s first
restaurants in Milwaukee, after recently serving as the
executive chef of BDK Restaurant & Bar in San Francisco.
Within her new role, Terhune enjoys exploring Wisconsin’s
farms and cooking with the bounty of ingredients available
in the area. At Tre Rivali, Terhune’s menu will feature
Mediterranean-inspired modern American cuisine made
with local ingredients inspired by her travels abroad and the
soulful cooking of her Midwestern upbringing.
In her free time, Terhune enjoys the local restaurant scene,
traveling, baking, reading and practicing yoga.

MPI Agenda									

						

			

			

Pork Neck Ragu with
Pappardelle & Ricotta Salata
Ingredients
• 2 tbsp. olive oil
• 4 oz. diced pancetta

Instructions
1.
2.

• 2 lbs. pork necks
• 1 lbs. boneless pork shoulder

3.

• 2 large onions, finely chopped
• 2 carrots, grated
• 6 cloves garlic, minced
• 1 tsp. dried thyme
• 1 tsp. dried oregano

4.

• 1 tsp. dried basil
• 2 bay leaves
• Pinch of dried red chili flake

5.

• 1 c. red wine
• 1 - 28 oz. can whole Italian tomatoes
with juice
• 1 - 6 oz. can tomato paste

6.

• ½ - 28 oz. can crushed tomatoes
• 1 c. water
• Kosher salt and freshly ground pepper

Serves 8

7.

• 1 lb. Pappardelle or another wide pasta
• Ricotta Salata cheese for grating
8.

9.

Preheat oven to 300 degrees.
Trim and remove any visible fat from the pork shoulder. Using a paper towel,
pat the surface of the pork shoulder so that it is dry. Season on all sides with
Kosher salt and freshly ground pepper. Do the same with the pork necks.
Heat oil in a dutch oven over medium heat. If you do not have a dutch oven,
use something that is stove-top safe, will easily hold the pork shoulder &
pork necks, and has a lid. Once the oil is good and hot (dutch ovens take
longer than normal pans to heat up, so be patient), sear the pork on all sides,
approximately 3 minutes a side, until there is a nice golden brown crust. Once
the pork shoulder is seared on all sides, remove from the pan and place on a
plate to the side.
Add pancetta, onions and carrots to the pan and cook, stirring occasionally,
until the vegetables begin to soften, about 4-5 minutes. Season with kosher
salt. Add garlic, thyme, basil, oregano, chili flake, and bay leaves, and cook,
stirring occasionally, for another 1-2 minutes.
Add red wine and stir. Let cook for approximately 4-5 minutes, until the wine
has slightly reduced. Add the whole tomatoes and their juice, tomato paste,
crushed tomatoes, and water. Stir to combine. Add both pork necks and pork
shoulder back into the pan. The liquid should be at least ⅓ up the meat, but
more is great.
Bring to a boil, then reduce heat to a simmer and cover. Put into the oven and
braise for two hours. Check on the pork now and again, turning as necessary,
making sure it is at a simmer, and stirring only occasionally. Cook the pork until
the meat is fall-apart tender and is easily shredded by a fork.
When the pork is ready, move from the pan into a bowl. Using two forks, shred
into desired bite-size pieces. Make sure to remove all the bones. Look carefully,
sometimes tiny chards of bone remain. Using a wooden spoon, smash apart
any whole tomatoes in the pan that haven’t already broken down. Remove the
bay leaves and discard.
Return shredded pork to the pan, stir, and let continue to cook for at least 30
minutes to allow the flavors to meld. You can let it continue to cook on low
until you are ready to serve. This can also be made a day or two in advance. It
tastes better the next day.
When ready to serve: Bring a large pot of water and a generous helping of
salt (the water should taste like salt water) to a boil. Add in pasta and cook to
package directions, making sure pasta is al dente. Do not overcook! Drain in
a colander, then immediately add pasta into the pork ragu. Cook for another
minute to allow the pasta to absorb the pork ragu flavor. Serve grated ricotta
salata cheese on top if desired.
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MPI Wisconsin Membership Anniversaries
ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY (May 2015 through June 2016)

FIVE YEAR ANNIVERSARY (May 2011 through June 2016)

• AMY BROWN, Trade Press Media Group

• GWEN SEEBOTH, Acuity

• AMY HILDAHL, Great Wolf Resorts, Inc.
• SANDRA KONIETZKA, FIS

TEN YEAR ANNIVERSARY (May 2006 through June 2016)

• NICOLE ALLEN
• KRISTA DREVES, The Charmant Hotel

• DAVID HELGESON, CMP, Best Western Premier Waterfront Hotel 		
and Convention Center

• DAWN UTECH

• CHRISTINE NACHREINER, Wis State Telecommunications Association

New Members
MARY GREENE BALESTRINO		
Madison College		
mgbalestrino@gmail.com
Student Unverified
KIMBERLEAH BLEDSOE		
Milwaukee Area Technical College
700 West State Street		
Milwaukee, WI 53233
262 720-6450
Bledsoekimberleah@gmail.com
Student Unverified
NATALIE CAMPBELL		
Head of Marketing
J Stevens Productions
52479 Country Hwy Road
Baraboo, WI 53913
608 355-1222
natalie@jstevensproductions.com
Supplier Meeting Professional
KATRINA CEASAR		
Meeting & Special Event Manager
S'cape Relaxation Services, D.B.A.
414 399-9985
katrinaceasar@wi.rr.com
Student Verified
SUSAN CUDWORTH		
Director of Sales
The Ridge
130 S Pioneer Parkway
Fond du Lac, WI 54935
262 249-3847
scudworth@ridgelakegeneva.com
Supplier Meeting Professional
BETH CUEVAS		
Account Manager
PC/Nametag
124 Horizon Drive
Verona, WI 53593
608 845-1870
beth@pcnametag.com
Meeting Management
Professional - Planner
18
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SETH ELDER		
Director of Sales
Lake Geneva Canopy Tours
N3219 County Road H		
Lake Geneva, WI 53147
262 248-9271
sethe@lakegenevacanopytours.net
Supplier Meeting Professional
DAVID KATZ		
Meeting Manager (in training)
Madison College (MATC)
245 S Park #204
Madison, WI 53715
608 284-1159
dkatz@vgtours.com
Student Verified
COLETTE KUKLA		
Embassy Suites by Hilton
Milwaukee Brookfield		
262 796-9114
colette.kukla@hilton.com
Supplier Meeting Professional
DONNA LARSEN		
Student
Meeting and Event Management
donna.marie.larsen@gmail.com
Student Unverified
CASEY NEVERMAN		
Program Coordinator
Fox Premier Meetings and
Incentives
929 Lafollette Street		
Little Chute, WI 54140		
kemkesc@yahoo.com
Student Unverified
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MARC NYLEN		
Director
Gruenhagen Conference Center
University of Wisconsin Oshkosh
208 Osceola Street
Oshkosh, WI 54901
920 424-1123
nylen@uwosh.edu
Association/Not For Profit
Meeting Professional
SHERI PAAPE		
Field Events Coordinator
Northwestern Mutual
720 East Wisconsin Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53202
414 665-8673
sheriapaape@northwestern
mutual.com
Corporate Meeting Professional
AMANDA RIDOUT		
Sales Manager
Harley Davidson Museum
500 West Canal Street
Milwaukee, WI 53203
414 287-2732
aridout@Levyrestaurants.com
Supplier Meeting Professional
MONICA RINCON		
Customer Relations Specialist
Acuity
2800 S Taylor Drive		
Sheboygan, WI 53081
920 458-9131
monica.rincon@acuity.com
Corporate Meeting Professional
SARAH SCHEER, CMP
Marketing Assistant
American Family Insurance
6000 American Parkway		
Madison, WI 53783
608 242-4100
sscheer@amfam.com
Corporate Meeting Professional

TIMOTHY SMITH		
Mid-State Technical College
2540 Green Drive		
Plover, WI 54467		
tasmith85@live.com
Student Unverified
APRIL TYLLA			
4018 Towne Lakes Avenue #6113
Grand Chute, WI 54913
715 563-4839
atylla563@gmail.com
Student Unverified
CALLEY VAN KIRK		
Group Sales Manager
Holiday Inn Milwaukee Riverfront
4700 N Port Washington Road
Milwaukee, WI 53212
414 431-3553
calley@himilwaukee.com
Supplier Meeting Professional
KAREN VLACH
VP of Administration
Culver Franchising System, Inc.
1240 Water Street		
Prairie du Sac, WI 53578
608 644-2115
karenvlach@culvers.com
Corporate Meeting Professional
TAMMY WISNEFSKI
F & B Executive
Holiday Inn
P.O. Box 28
N14W24140 Tower Place
Pewaukee, WI 53072
262 506-6300
twisnefski@hoari.com
Supplier Meeting Professional
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The spirit of Africa is brought to life in expansive, flexible meeting spaces and ample breakout
rooms that can accommodate parties of every size. Complemented by premium catering, state-ofthe-art technology, diverse resort offerings and a dedicated team with over 400 years of combined
experience, your beyond-expectations convention will be like nothing else out there.

KalahariMeetings.com

Call 855-411-4605 to learn more
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On behalf of the MPI Wisconsin Chapter Board of Directors,
"Thank You" to everyone who has helped achieve our chapter goal!
Anna Anderson, CMP
Bethany Babcock
Terri Bain
Kim Ball
Sarah Banach
Sherry Benzmiller, CMP
Deana Birmingham-Heinisch
Tracey Bockhop, CMP
Amy Brown
Mariya Bubela
Claudia Cabrera
Julie Check
Cathy Cluff
Tom Coleman
Scott Dettman
Maureen DeValkenaere
Reggie Driscoll, CMP
Christopher Dyer
Dana Ecker
Michelle Eggert, CMP
Nicole Ellickson
Jackie Ellickson, CMP
Krista Emmons, CMP
Cindy Foley, CMP
Jana Furman
Sue Garnett
Caryn Gate
Tami Gilbertson, CMP
Wanda Gilles
Jody Goldbeck, CMP
Cathe Gorski
JoEllen Graber
Tom Graybill
Joey Greeno
Cari Grulke

20
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Becky Haeny
Alexandria Harjung, CMP
David Helgeson, CMP
Leah Hemling
Denise Henson
Stephanie Herbert
Lindsey Hess
Amy Hildahl
Jen Hlavacek
Alison Huber, CMP
Denise Humphrey, CMP
Alison Hutchinson
Carrie Jensen, CMP
Trevor Jost
Jason Kauffeld
Judy Keller
Sabrina Kelley
Sara Kern
Jane Kincheloe
Kevin Kirby
Lauren Kolnick
Cathy Kreiter
Ann Kulikowski, CMP
Jess Kurtz
Shalen Larsen
Lisa Lawry, CMP
Steve Lorenz, CMP
Laura MacIsaac, CMP
Terri McClaire
Katie McGinnis
Marin Medema, CMP
Jennifer Mell
Joe Millenbach
Brooke Miller, CMP
Jen Nadolski

Bonnie Nolan
Cheryl Oswald
Maria Peot
Nicole Putchel
Tamara Putney, CMP
Amy Qualmann, CMP
Trisha Raymaker, CMP
Jaime Reinart
Amanda Ridout
Jessica Rieflin
Rochelle Rupnick, CMP
Kristen Salewski, CMP
Leigha Schatzman
Carmen Smalley, CMP
Donna Smith
Brandon Smith
Susan Smolarek
Margaret Stauffacher
Rowland Stiteler
Chris Theis
Emily Thompson
Janelle Thurnbauer
Shannon Timmerman, CMP
Brenda Toler
Nick Topitzes, CMP
Naomi Tucker, CMP
Liz Unruh
Doris Wade
Bethany Wagner
Michelle Wienold
Frost Williams
Tammy Wisnefski
Amanda Wolf
Vicky Zacharias, CMP
Danielle Ziegler, CMP
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Plan Your Next
Meeting at the

“Waterpark
Capital of the
World!®”

P

lanning a successful meeting is about more than
just great facilities, it’s about making the most of
your experience. In “The Waterpark Capital of the
World!®” our facilities can accommodate nearly
any size group, and with 16 million gallons of waterpark fun,
championship golf courses, multiple spas, a 24-hour casino
and over 90 area restaurants; your meeting won’t just be
successful, it’ll be unforgettable.
THINGS TO DO
There’s nothing like a waterpark to rev up attendance, and
Wisconsin Dells knows waterparks, as its home to more
than 200 waterslides in less than 20 square miles. On top of
being home to America’s largest outdoor waterpark and the
largest combination indoor/outdoor waterpark resort, the
area boasts a variety of other distinctive activities as well,
like scenic tours and live shows. So you can rest assured
that we have you covered no matter your group’s range of
interests, budgets or needs.

The Dells hosts more
than 5,600 meetings and
conventions each year.

MEETING VENUES
In addition to being a top destination for tourism,
Wisconsin Dells knows a thing or two about running
meetings, too. The Dells hosts more than 5,600 meetings
and conventions each year. Offering many unique
meeting and convention venues, ranging in size from 250
sq. ft. to 90,000 sq. ft., with state-of-the-art-facilities and
personalized planning services, we make it easy to meet
here. Feedback from business groups is that they find
it easy to move through their agendas thanks to newer
conference facilities at many of the area’s waterpark
resorts and convention centers.
ACCOMMODATIONS
With more than 8,000 rooms, ranging from hotel suites
to lakeside condominiums to a rustic retreat, Wisconsin
Dells offers a wide variety of lodging options for groups
of all sizes. However, it’s the waterpark resorts that are
the biggest draw. They’re great fun for grown-ups, and
also a plus for attendees who want to bring along the
kids and spouse.
CONTACT US
Take advantage of our free personalized planning
materials and assistance when organizing your next
meeting or convention. Call (888) 339-3822 ext. 345, or
visit MeetInTheDells.com to start planning today!
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Supplier Profile:

Joan Pinch
Regional Sales director
for the Fond du Lac Properties
Wisco Hotels
How long in the meetings industry? 30 years
How long in MPI? Just recently joined again in May of 2016.
I have been a member off and on for about 20 years.
Tell us about your company and/or position: Wisco Hotels
owns and manages 12 hotels in Wisconsin. I am director
of sales for the three hotels in Fond du Lac: Comfort Inn,
Holiday Inn and Lake Winnebago Conference Center, and
the newest hotel, Holiday Inn Express & Suites, which
opened a year ago.
Teams or projects that you have worked on for MPI or
would like to be involved with: In the past I was involved
in planning some of the monthly meetings. I have hosted
two Award Dinners at my previous place of employment in
Fond du Lac.
Tell us about your family: I currently live in Rosendale
with my husband. I have four step-daughters and two
grandchildren, who I LOVE to spoil. My husband farms. We
have been married 10 years. I was a city girl, who moved
to the country after 47 years of city life. We were called
“Green Acres” during our 1st couple years married by
our friends. Right now I wouldn’t give up the country for
anything.

Where were you born? Fond du Lac
Where do you currently live? Rosendale, WI
Favorite Pastimes: Golf, volunteering, traveling and
entertaining
Favorite Musical Group: Rolling Stones
Person you admire most and why: Mother Theresa
Dream Vacation: Hawaii
If I won the lottery I would: Make sure my family was taken
care of and travel.
Words to live by: Enjoy what you do and you will never
work another day in your life.

Person you admire
most and why:

Mother Theresa
22
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Special personal accomplishments: Volunteer of the
Year from our local Association of Commerce. I had great
mentors in my career who believed in me and I have been
able to succeed in my profession without any schooling.
What else would you like other MPI members to know
about you? I have shot pool in a league for over 30 years. I
also had 35 years of tap and ballet lessons/training.
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Board Member Profile:

Sarah Banach
Place of employment: Marcus Hotels and Resorts
Where do you currently live? Wauwatosa
How long in the meeting/event industry? Nine years
Tell us 2-3 things you are responsible for on the board:
I am the director of the community outreach program and
publication.
What is the best part of being on the board? My favorite
part is getting to work together with the other board
members on continuing the success of our Chapter. The
Board is full of talented people who are passionate about
our industry and our chapter.
What have you learned most from being on the board?
I am new to the board but have already learned so much
about the rhyme and reason behind everything we do as a
Chapter. It’s unbelievable the work that goes into making
this an effective Chapter that we can all benefit from.
What is the best advice you can give to someone who is
thinking about getting more involved in MPI? You get out
what you put into the organization. As soon as I joined, I
started to volunteer and meet people. I loved selling raffle
tickets at monthly meetings to start conversations with
everyone attending. Soon after, I was asked to chair the golf
outing which was a great experience! Now, after just two
years, I have the opportunity to sit on the board.
Favorite hobbies or pastimes? I grew up in Door County,
and love anytime my husband and I can get up there to golf
and see my family.
Favorite musical artist or band? Fleetwood Mac is one
of my favorite bands. I’ll never forget the way my mom
would blast ‘Tusk’ in the car and do her little dance – the
song makes her so happy! We were able to see them
recently in Milwaukee, and they are still fabulous after all
of these years!

WANT TO
STRENGTHEN
A FRIENDSHIP AND
AN INDUSTRY?

Refer a friend to MPI
By referring a
friend, you save
$25 on your next
membership
renewal AND
your friend
(Planner or
Supplier) saves the $50 registration fee
+ Refer a friend today be entered into
a drawing for a FREE MEMBERSHIP

SAVE $25
MPI Agenda
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April
Education
Day
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Bring your next meeting to the lakefront.

Nestled along two miles of Delavan Lake
shoreline, Lake Lawn provides the perfect setting
for corporate meetings and retreats. With 32,000
square feet of flexible meeting space, an on-site
business center and advanced technical services,
you’ll tackle business with ease.
That leaves time to break from work and kick
back. Between our Majestic Oaks golf course,
Calladora Spa and endless outdoor recreation,
we have something fun for everyone in your group.
Plus, our culinary team can craft tasty menus to fit
any occasion and our 271 impeccable guest rooms
provide ample room for extended stays.
At Lake Lawn, our experienced staff will
handle every detail. Call today and learn how
we can tailor a retreat for your team.

2400 East Geneva Street l Delavan, Wisconsin l LakeLawnResort.com l 800-338-5253
Located Minutes from Downtown Lake Geneva
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Planner Profile:

Christi Bergen
Corporate and International Meetings Manager
World Council of Credit Unions
How long in the meetings industry? Two years
How long in MPI? Eight months
Tell us about your company and/or position: World
Council of Credit Unions is the global trade association,
development agency, foundation, and digital services group
for credit unions. On behalf of our member organizations in
nearly 60 countries, we advocate internationally for credit
unions and their members, provide education and global
networking opportunities, and grow and strengthen the
credit union system.
My main focus at World Council is to manage and
coordinate our annual conference which takes place in
a different country every year. The World Credit Union
Conference typically hosts between 2,000 and 3,000
delegates from over 50 countries. My top priorities are
to manage the department, all logistics including room
allocation, catering and A/V, transportation, entertainment,
partnerships including our DMC, tax advisors and
convention bureaus, all one-off events such as our
receptions and closing party, all contracts, and the list goes
on and on.
Teams or projects that you have worked on for MPI or
would like to be involved with:
I would love to get more involved specifically in
Membership.
Tell us about your family: I am extremely fortunate when
it comes to my family. Both of my parents and step-parents
come from larger families making get-togethers fun and
exciting. My boyfriend and I also have a dog and three cats.
Our dog is literally my baby and everyone would tell you
the same thing.
Favorite Pastimes: Going to concerts, sporting events and
hanging out on the lake.

Favorite Musical Group: Zac Brown Band
Dream Vacation: Bora Bora
If I won the lottery I would: Buy a house and travel.
Words to live by: Sometimes you will never know the
value of a moment until it becomes a memory.
Special personal accomplishments: I started with World
Council two years ago as a registration coordinator. I was
extremely fortunate to have been given the opportunity
to grow and learn quickly and to now manage the
department and my team.

The KIMPTON JOURNEYMAN will be opening July
1st in Milwaukee’s Third Ward. JANINE ZIMNEY is the
senior sales manager and MPI-WI contact there.
KATIE MCGINNIS is now the senior sales manager
at the IRON HORSE HOTEL, formerly at the Hyatt
Regency Milwaukee.
CHERYL OSWALD has been promoted to events
project manager with KOHL’S DEPARTMENT STORES.
She previously was the senior events coordinator for
Kohl’s.

Where were you born? Madison, WI
Where do you currently live? Madison, WI
26
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Student Profile:

Bonnie Nolan
Membership Marketing Specialist
USASBE at UW-Whitewater

How long in the meetings industry? Two years
How long in MPI? Three months
Tell us about your company and/or position: USASBE is
the world’s largest association for professors who teach
small business & entrepreneurship. We have an annual
academic conference, which draws about 600 people
from around the world. Much of my position involves
planning the conference, which is being hosted at Drexel
University in Philadelphia, PA this year. I also manage the
USASBE website, membership, and communications. The
association is housed at UW-W so I get to work with the
faculty and staff on a day-to-day basis, which includes
planning 3-4 regional events to showcase the exceptional
faculty and programs that the university has to offer.
Teams or projects that you have worked on for MPI or
would like to be involved with: I have assisted in email
communications with the press to advertise the last two
MPI –WI events.

SWEET OPTIONS

Tell us about your family: I have three incredible children,
ages 17, 15 & 13. They keep me very busy!
Where were you born? Ashtabula, Ohio
Where do you currently live? Lake Mills, WI
Favorite Pastimes: Listening to live music, painting,
watching my kids at soccer, baseball, tennis, and football,
group fitness classes, boating, and hanging out with my
family and friends.
Favorite Musical Group: I have too many “favorites” to list!
A few include Death Cab for Cutie, Queen, Avett Brothers
and Foals.
Dream Vacation: Turkey or Greece.
Words to live by: Bloom where you’re planted.
Person you admire most and why: Toss up between my
dad and my grandmother. Dad taught me to ask “why” and
Nana exposed the world to me through her travels and
personal interests.

www . alliantenergycenter . com
MADISON, WISCONSIN • 608-267-1549
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WISCONSIN
CHAPTER

MPI Wisconsin Chapter
2830 Agriculture Drive
Madison, WI 53718
tel: 608.204.9816
fax: 608.204.9818
email: admin@mpiwi.org
web: www.mpiwi.org

2016

Datebook:

JULY

11

SEPT

14

OCT

24

13

NOV

Connecting you to the
global meeting + event community

13

AUG

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

13-15

Madison Summer Social Event
Concerts on the Square | 7:00 pm
King St corner of the Capitol Square
Milwaukee Summer Social Event
Milwaukee Jazz in the Park | Cathedral Square
6:00-9:00 pm | Milwaukee, WI
Hosted by VISIT Milwaukee
Fox Cities Summer Social Event
Evening Concert Series | Shattuck Park
6:00-9:00 pm | Neenah, WI
Hosted by Riverwalk Hotel Downtown Neenah
MPI Wisconsin Awards Gala
Lambeau Field
Green Bay, WI
Chapter Education
Harley-Davidson Museum
Milwaukee, WI
Midwest Regional Conference with
MPI-Indiana and MPI-Michigan
Kalamazoo, MI

