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TWO PROPERTIES, 
ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES

Book your meeting at The Madison Concourse Hotel or The Ingleside Hotel!

1 W Dayton St, Madison WI
800.356.8293
concoursehotel.com

2810 Golf Rd, Pewaukee WI
800.247.6640
theinglesidehotel.com

With over 40,000 square feet of meeting space, 20 
private event venues, and 40 breezy outdoor acres, 
The Ingleside Hotel offers a refreshing change 
of pace from conventional destinations. Come 
experience Lake Country hospitality at its natural, 
vibrant best. Plan your next event in the flexible, 
unique space and enjoy an inspirational setting unlike 
any other in the Milwaukee area.

You can do a lot with 27,000 square feet of meeting 
space. The Madison Concourse Hotel and 
Governor’s Club is the largest convention hotel in 
Madison. The modern, flexible space is perfect for 
everything from large conventions to small strategic 
planning sessions, and it’s located in the heart of 
downtown Madison, steps from dozens of shops, 
restaurants and entertainment venues.

http://concoursehotel.com
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Editor’s Note 

Continued on page 7

As 2025 draws to a close, I 
find myself reflecting on the 
incredible journey our MPI-

Wisconsin Chapter has taken this year. 
From inspiring education sessions 
to unforgettable networking events, 
we’ve continued to show the strength, 
creativity, and resilience that define our 
community of meeting professionals.

This time of year invites us to pause and 
appreciate the connections we’ve made, 
the challenges we’ve overcome, and the 

growth we’ve experienced—both personally and professionally. It’s also a time 
to look ahead with intention. What do we want 2026 to look like? How can we 
continue to elevate our industry, support one another, and embrace innovation?

One exciting way to wrap up the year is by participating 
in our 2025 Holiday Auction! This online event is open 
to both members and non-members, offering a fun and 
festive way to support our chapter while bidding on some 
fantastic items. 

Whether you’re looking for a unique gift or just want to join in the spirit of 
giving, we encourage you to check it out and share it with your network. The 
auction will run from November 28th (Black Friday!) through December 5th. 
Visit the MPI-WI website and click on the “More Information” button under the 
Holiday Auction headline in the coming weeks to check out and bid on all of the 
amazing items available!

In this issue of AGENDA, you’ll find stories that celebrate our chapter’s 
accomplishments, spotlight our members, and offer insights to help you prepare 
for the year ahead. Whether you’re wrapping up a busy event season or planning 
your next big move, I hope these pages leave you feeling inspired and energized.

Thank you for being part of this vibrant community. Here’s to a joyful holiday 
season and a bold, bright 2026!

mailto:maria.peot%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:tyler.priefer%40generac.com?subject=
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Connect with us at MononaTerrace.comMadison, WI © 2025 Monona Terrace

We know just the place. Our world-class meeting and event center  

in the heart of Madison, Wisconsin, is home to 250,000 square feet of 

Frank Lloyd Wright-designed space – and every inch of it is customizable 

right down to the last detail. From award-winning catering to custom AV 

and staging setups, walkable restaurants and nightlife to breathtaking views, 

if you can imagine it, we can help orchestrate your incredible.

L E T’S C R E AT E 
YO U R V I S I O N

25 Let’s Create Your Vision_8-5x11.indd   125 Let’s Create Your Vision_8-5x11.indd   1 1/15/25   9:54 AM1/15/25   9:54 AM

http://mononaterrace.com
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President’s Message

Liz Unruh
MPI - WI President

As we approach the end of another vibrant year with MPI Wisconsin, I 
find myself reflecting on our chapter’s collective journey—and most 
importantly, on you, our members. When I stepped into the role of 

President, I had one clear goal: to deepen engagement and invite more of you 
to step into the heart of this organization. Together, we’ve done just that.

From our education and networking events to our volunteer committees 
and community outreach, this year has been all about building meaningful 
connections. We’ve seen new faces join our chapter and familiar ones step up 
in new ways. We’ve tackled important conversations, celebrated milestones, 
and worked hard to make this chapter feel like a place where everyone 
belongs and everyone has something valuable to contribute.

One of the things I’m most proud of is how many members raised their 
hands to get involved—whether by volunteering at an event, serving on a 
committee, or simply showing up and engaging in conversation. You are what 
makes MPI Wisconsin thrive!

We know that life and work can be demanding, and that time is precious. 
That’s why every moment you gave to this chapter—big or small—mattered. 
And for those who’ve been waiting for the “right moment” to get involved: it’s 
never too late. Your voice, your perspective, and your energy are needed now 
more than ever.

As we look ahead to a new year and new leadership, I encourage each of you 
to stay connected, stay curious, and stay involved. Whether it’s attending an 
event, joining a committee, or simply reaching out to a fellow member to say 
hello, you have the power to shape the future of MPI Wisconsin.

Thank you to every member who showed up, spoke up, and stepped in to help 
us build something truly special.

Here’s to another year of growing together, learning together, and lifting each 
other up.

Liz Unruh 

As we look ahead to a new 

year and new leadership, 

I encourage each of you 

to stay connected, stay 

curious, and stay involved.
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25-kalacc-0031_Kalahari_Ad_Beyond The Boxed Lunch_MPI Wisconsin_Texas Quail
Trim: 8.5" W x 11" H • Bleed: .125" • Live: 7.5" W x 9.5" H

Meeting food is … well, meeting food. Under-seasoned and underwhelming. 

But not at Kalahari. Start your event meal with mouthwatering appetizers, like 

our Nashville Hot Texas quail with pickled slaw, green tomato, orange blossom 

honey, and butter crust bread. Our passion for food is beyond conventional.

K A L A H A R I M E E T I N G S .C O M ©2025 Kalahari Management Co. LLC

T H E  B O X E D  L U N C H

25-kalacc-0031_Kalahari_Ad_BeyondTheBoxedLunch_MPIWisconsin.indd   125-kalacc-0031_Kalahari_Ad_BeyondTheBoxedLunch_MPIWisconsin.indd   1 3/31/25   4:29 PM3/31/25   4:29 PM

http://kalaharimeetings.com
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2025 - YEAR IN REVIEW FROM OUR BOARD MEMBERS
Nickie Rouleau asked each of our board departments these three questions: 

●	 Within your area of leadership, what accomplishment or highlight from 2025 are you most proud of?

●	 How did your committee’s work this year make an impact on MPI Wisconsin members, partners, or the 
broader community?

●	 What’s something unexpected, surprising, or just plain fun that happened in your committee this year?

Our Education team 
had a truly epic 
year! Lindsey did an 
incredible job leading 
Monthly Programming, 
ensuring flawless 
events with fun social 

elements, while Jacob once again led the 
charge in taking Spring Education Day to an 
award-winning level. None of it would have 
been possible without our amazing volunteers, 
who handled details big and small—from 
securing great speakers to double-checking 
logistics, snapping photos, and crafting 
previews and recaps. A special shout-out goes 
to the committee that supported the RFP 
process—thanks to their work, we were able 
to announce our full 2026 education calendar 
back in August, a huge accomplishment that 
will maximize attendance and engagement in 
the year ahead!

Greta McCue
VP Education

Kortnee Carroll
VP Communications

The Communications 
Team has absolutely 
been killing it this 
year! If you’ve seen 
our social pages 
filled with awesome 
digital posts, reels, 

and photos capturing events as they happen, 
that’s all thanks to the incredible work of Grace 
Abrahamson. We’re so lucky to have her on 
our team and so thankful for her creativity and 
dedication!

The Agenda can be a beast of a project, but 
Nickie Rouleau dove right in, got it back on track, 
organized, and even ahead of schedule! Nickie 
also won the Rising Star Award at this year’s MPI 
Gala, so well deserved! On top of that, she and 
her team at the Baird Center, who hosted our 
Spring Education this year, completely knocked it 
out of the park and took home Team of the Year!

We’re so proud and grateful for everything this 
powerhouse duo has accomplished, their hard 
work, talent, and passion continue to raise the bar 
for our communications efforts year after year.
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One of the biggest highlights this year is having an incredible board in place for 
2026. We have a great blend of returning board members and new board members 
stepping up to the plate. The 2026 board will be great for all of the MPI-Wisconsin 
members.

We were also able to connect in person with almost all of the guests and first-time 
attendees at the education events. This goes a long way in making new members feel 

welcome and that they are part of the association.

Hopefully, this will help with getting the new members involved early and help them grow in the association 
and their careers.

Reggie Driscoll
Immediate Past President

Heather Harmeyer
Director — Strategic Alliances & Sponsorships

Awards Gala voting was successful with the launch of all URLs to members 
for voting. Outside chapters were enthusiastic in responding to requests for 
weighing in thoughtfully on nominees. We also awarded a student scholarship 
this year as the outreach to schools was met with great response.

I enjoyed planning the gala silent auction. The committee was structured well, we 
were able to promote MPI’s mission, and had incredible results.

We also continue to demonstrate a solid financial trajectory for the organization so 
we can continue to host high end corporate events with value and CMP credits to our 
members.

I think a highlight was seeing our Director, Ed, win the President’s Award. He is so 
fantastic to work with and provided amazing guidance and patience throughout the year. It was nice to see 
him rewarded for his hard work and contributions to the organization!

Kim Casey
Director — Awards and Scholarships, Recruitment
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MPI Wisconsin Chapter 
2025 Holiday Auction

Friday, November 28th thru 11am Central Time, Friday, December 5th
Experiences and memories make great holiday gifts and one size fits all! 

 

Check back here for the link to the 2025 Holiday Auction

There is still time to donate a certificate, be recognized, and help a great association!

http://: https://www.mpi.org/chapters/wisconsin/education-events/event-pages/2025/2025-holiday-auction
https://www.mpi.org/docs/librariesprovider31/eventdocs/2025/holidayauctiondonationform2025.pdf?sfvrsn=890f2e55_0

https://www.mpi.org/chapters/wisconsin/education-events/event-pages/2025/2025-holiday-auction
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You survived 2025 and another year of successful programs and events!  Our January event kicks off on 
Wednesday evening, January 21, with an opportunity to relax, share stories, play games and unwind in our 
first MPI Wisconsin Pajama Party! Wear your comfy sweats or your favorite pj's and join us as we recover from 
2025 and the Holidays. Appetizers provided with a cash bar.

The main event takes place on January 22, featuring dynamic speaker Dave Molenda, 
founder of Positive Polarity, a Midwest-based business coaching firm that challenges the 
status quo with positivity and purpose.

Dave will lead two insightful sessions: Lead with Calm: Conflict Resolution That 
Strengthens Event Teams. This session will help teach us how handling challenges 
effectively can foster stronger teamwork and enhance event success. The second 
session, Listening with Purpose: Building Trust from First Contract to Final Details will 
help discover the power of active listening in building trust, identifying hidden needs, 
and creating exceptional experiences. Dave is also the author of Growing on Purpose, an 
Amazon #1 Best Seller in three categories, offering practical strategies to elevate team 
performance and improve client satisfaction. 

J A N U A R Y  M E E T I N G  P R E V I E W

Join us in Madison, WI for 
MPI Wisconsin Chapter’s January Event 

at Madison Concourse Hotel!

Dave M
olenda
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EXECUTIVE
CHEF
CHARLES
LAZZARESCHI
THE MADISON CONCOURSE HOTEL
MADISON, WI

J A N U A R Y  E V E N T  :  F O O D  F O R  T H O U G H T

Executive Chef Charles Lazzareschi discovered his passion for cooking 
early on while spending time in his father’s Italian restaurant in San 
Francisco. A graduate of the California Culinary Academy, he began his 
culinary career as a sous chef at the Palo Alto location of the acclaimed 
restaurant Stars, working under California cuisine pioneer Jeremiah 
Tower. Charles has spent more than two decades in hotel kitchens, 
including five years as Executive Chef at the Embassy Suites in Denver, 
before joining The Madison Concourse Hotel in 2006. He now oversees 
all food and beverage operations at The Madison Concourse Hotel, 
including CIRC, The Bar, and banquet services. 
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J A N U A R Y  E V E N T  :  F O O D  F O R  T H O U G H T

I N G R E D I E N T S

•	 12 large portobello mushrooms, stemmed and 
gills removed

•	 6 tablespoons balsamic vinegar

•	 1/2 cup extra-virgin olive oil, divided 
sea salt and freshly ground black pepper

•	 1 cup fresh bread crumbs

•	 1 cup grated Parmesan

•	 ½ cup goat cheese

•	 ½ cup Boursin cheese

•	 4 tablespoons freshly chopped parsley leaves

•	 4 tablespoons freshly chopped basil leaves

•	 2 tablespoons freshly chopped oregano leaves

•	 2 whole eggs

•	 12 (1/2-inch) slices fresh mozzarella, roughly 1 to 
1 1/2-ounces per slice

I N S T R U C T I O N S

1.	 Preheat oven to 425 degrees F.

2.	 Toss the portobellos in the balsamic vinegar, 1/4 cup 
of olive oil, salt and pepper, to taste. Arrange the 
mushrooms on a baking sheet and roast in the oven 
for about 10 minutes. Remove from the oven and let 
cool to room temperature.

3.	 While the mushrooms are cooling mix together the 
goat cheese, Boursin, herbs and eggs.

4.	 Combine the bread crumbs and the remaining 1/4 cup 
olive oil.

5.	 Turn the mushrooms so the cup side is facing up. 
Divide the cheese and herb mixture between the 
portobellos.

6.	 Place 1 slice (2 if the mushrooms are large) of 
mozzarella over the cheese and herb mixture, 
distribute the bread crumbs evenly over mozzarella, 
and return to the oven to roast for 5 to 6 minutes 
or until the cheese is molten and the bread crumb 
topping a nice golden brown. Serve either hot or at 
room temperature and enjoy.

FOUR CHEESE STUFFED PORTOBELLO MUSHROOMS
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Frostwood Farms
Lasagna Give Back & MPI Foundation Chairman’s Challenge

By: Nickie Rouleau

We kicked off our October 
program at Frostwood 
Farms for the Lasagna Give 

Back & MPI Foundation Chairman’s 
Challenge, and it ended up being 
one of my favorite parts of the week. 
The setting is beautiful, but more 
than that, the vibe was just easy and 
welcoming.

We all put on aprons, turned on 
some music, and started assembling 
trays of lasagna together. It was just 
people talking, laughing, and working 
side-by-side. It felt like exactly what 
our industry is about: community, 
connection, and rolling up your 
sleeves to make something happen.
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And knowing those meals are going 
directly to local food pantries made 
it feel meaningful in a really simple, 
real way. No big speeches, no 
overthinking, just… do something 
good together.

If your group is looking for an activity 
that brings people together in a way 
that feels genuine (and not forced), 
Frostwood Farms is a great option. I’d 
absolutely go back. 
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his month’s meeting 
kicked off by enjoying 
the best that the 
Marriott Madison West 
had to offer over a 
delicious lunch and lively 

networking with fellow planners and 
suppliers. The relaxed atmosphere set 
the tone for meaningful conversation and 
connection before diving into the day’s 
educational program. 

Brett Sterenson’s session, The Planner–
Supplier Relationship, explored the shared 
dynamics between event planners and 
suppliers, emphasizing that “we are all 
salespeople.” He described three levels 
of evolution for both roles, from basic 
transactional relationships to a mastery 
stage defined by empathy and strategic 
partnership. For planners, success comes 
from understanding not just the logistics 
but the why behind meetings, while top-
tier suppliers move beyond selling to 
deeply understand their clients’ goals and 
constraints.

Sterenson discussed the importance of 
effective communication, whether through 
email, phone, in-person meetings, or text, 
and how choosing the right medium can 
shape collaboration. He offered strategies 
for enhancing negotiation techniques, 
and reminding both sides they are selling 
something. The planners sell the value of 
the meeting, and the suppliers sell their 
venue and/or service. He also highlighted 
how both parties can increase mutual 
ROI, with suppliers offering multi-year 
discounts and broader support, and 
planners reciprocating through referrals 
and testimonials.

The session concluded with candid 
insights into common frustrations 

O C T O B E R  M E E T I N G  R E C A P

October Chapter Meeting 
Marriott Madison West

By: Jenna Schaefer

at
the

T
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and best practices for maintaining 
professionalism. Planners’ top pet 
peeves included sloppy proposals, 
miscommunication, and sneaky fees. 
While suppliers cited ghosting, post-
contract negotiation, and unrealistic 
deadlines. Sterenson encouraged 
proactive communication, flexibility, 
and transparency, especially around 
budgets and fees to build trust and 
long-term relationships. He closed 
by noting the evolving landscape of 
external influences, from rising labor 
costs to market unpredictability, 
underscoring the need for both 
planners and suppliers to adapt, 
collaborate, and continue elevating 
their partnerships in a changing events 
environment.

Our second session featured dynamic 
Nora Burns, who brought incredible 
energy and humor to her presentation, 
Using Speakers to Amplify Event 
Impact and Reduce Planner Workload. 
From the moment she took the stage, 
Nora had the audience fully engaged, 
connecting effortlessly with attendees 

O C T O B E R  M E E T I N G  R E C A P



November/December 2025      |     MPI Agenda      |     18 

O C T O B E R  M E E T I N G  R E C A P

from every corner of the room through 
her interactive style and real-world 
insights. Her session focused on how 
planners can strategically partner 
with speakers to enhance event value 
while saving time and effort, offering 
tangible takeaways such as creating 
speaker promo videos, leveraging social 
media collaboration, and matching the 
right speakers to the right roles and 
audiences.

Nora shared practical strategies for 
maximizing speaker partnerships, 
including negotiating added-value 
opportunities during the contract phase, 
exploring off-season deals, and even 
partnering with other organizations 
to share fees. She emphasized the 
importance of communication, like 
hosting pre-event calls with speakers 
and even gave insider tips such as using 
eSpeakers.com for fee transparency. 
Throughout the session, her engaging 
delivery reinforced her message: when 
planners and speakers collaborate 
intentionally, both sides win and the 
audience experience soars.

As we wrapped up the event, we 
extended our sincere appreciation 
to our sponsors and the volunteer 
planning committees, the true 
champions who make these meetings 
possible month after month. Their 
continued support allows us to create 
valuable opportunities for planners 
and suppliers to network, share ideas, 
and collaborate with like-minded 
professionals across the industry. 
This session served as a fantastic 
finale to our in-person meetings for 
2025, leaving attendees inspired and 
energized. We look forward to keeping 
the momentum going with our Virtual 
Happy Hour in early December and 
an exciting lineup of 2026 education 
sessions ahead. 

Continued from page 13

Additional photos on page 20
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ANYTHING
BUT BUSINESS 
AS USUAL

ANYTHING
BUT BUSINESS 
AS USUAL
Recognized as a hidden gem in Lake Country, the Delafield Hotel effortlessly 
combines cool, contemporary sophistication with the tools to get the job done. 

If you’re in pursuit of a venue that seamlessly integrates modern amenities with  
a storied history, your perfect destination is none other than Red Circle Inn.

RED CIRCLE INN  N44W33013 WATERTOWN PLANK RD, NASHOTAH • REDCIRCLEINN.COM

DELAFIELD HOTEL   415 GENESEE ST, DELAFIELD • DELAFIELDHOTEL.COM

http://redcircleinn.com
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Full-Service 
Meetings with a

• Space to Shine – 34,000+ sq. ft. of event 
space, 900+ guest rooms

• Stay Your Way – Chic downtown boutique 
or trusted names like Marriott, Hilton, IHG

• Inspired Venues – Goat farm, distillery, art 
museum, lakefront pavilion

• Foodie Heaven – From burgers to lobster, 
pizza to pasta

• Vibrant Vibes – Downtown shopping, live 
music, local brewery, cocktails

Looking for a sweet spot for your next 
meeting? Fond du Lac is your hidden gem — 
smack in the middle of Wisconsin and within 
an hour of 70% of the state’s population. 
This means less drive time, more do time.

Small Town Smile

Contact:
Edith Ferguson
Phone: 800.937.9123
Email: eferguson@fdl.com

Fond du Lac: Big City 
Perks, Small Town Smiles

fdl.com/planners

We’ve got the goods:

Small-town smiles brewed right here – 
C’mon in!

http://fdl.com/planners
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Oshkosh Marriott
Full page

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/atwom-oshkosh-marriott-waterfront-hotel-and-convention-center/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
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MPI WISCONSIN

Congratulations to those members celebrating a milestone anniversary 
in November/December! 

ANNIVERSARIES NEW MEMBERS

AMIR KHAN
The Rees Group

ROBERT MILLER
The Rees Group

MARYANN MIEKUSH, CMP
American Academy of Cosmetic 

Dentistry

PAIGE RYAN
Destination Madison

CORI VANGALDER
The Rees Group

20 YEARS

CLARE MULCAHY
Lake Geneva Cruise Lines

15 YEARS
 

JUDY KELLER
Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association

10 YEARS 

JASON KAUFFELD, CMP, CPP
Journey & Growth Specialty

5 YEARS  

GRACE ABRAHAMSON
Executive Director Inc.

ELIZABETH POH
La Crosse Center

1 YEAR 

MELISSA PASCIAK
Nelson-Jameson

KELLY KASTELIC
Sargento Foods

EMILY SCHROEDER
The Welch Group

ERIN YOUNG
Maritz 

ARIEL BILSKEY, CUDE
America’s Credit Unions

AMY SULLIVAN
Godfrey & Kahn

MIKAL TYLER SAUER
Best Western Bridgewood Resort Hotel

http://meetinmiddleton.com
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Planner Profile: 
Tamara P Jesswein, CMP

Company you work for:
HID Global

What are your three favorite 
parts of being a planner? 
What drew you to becoming 
a planner?
Organizing, negotiating, and 
collaborating! These are my 
favorite things to do and 
all well served in the event 
industry. I was drawn to it in 
2000 when my then career 
in software technology was 
changing drastically.   It was a 
perfect fit for me and I have 
never looked back! 

What is your business 
philosophy or approach to 
working with suppliers? 
Always work to make it a 
win/win. If you press too 
hard, your service levels will 
suffer. Both sides must be 
happy with the contract/
agreement in order to have a 
successful outcome. 

What’s something you’re passionate about outside of work? or what do you enjoy 
doing in your free time?
My crazy work schedule along with our move to a very remote rural setting has taken 
my all-time favorite hobby of singing barbershop out of reach. That said, I love to 
read and make that a priority year-round as well as gardening when weather permits.   
Reaching my volunteer hands out into the local community as my work/life balance 
settles in is a work progress.

What would your walk-up song be? 
This one was ‘given’ to me years ago during an MPI event and it has stuck with me. 	
I find myself humming it to myself when I am striding toward a challenging day! This 
Girl is on Fire by Alicia Keys.
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Fairfield Inn & Suites
Plan your next meeting or 
small event at Fairfield Inn & 
Suites Baraboo. Our modern 
space comfortably hosts up 
to 50 guests—ideal for train-
ings, celebrations, and group 
gatherings.

932 Gateway Dr  |  Baraboo
(608) 581-5299
fairfieldbaraboo.com

Blue Harbor Resort
Meeting rooms: 10; Sleeping 
rooms: 179; F&B: Yes; Blue 
Harbor on Lake Michigan 
offers scenic meeting spaces 
for groups of 10 to 750. 
Just one hour away from 
Milwaukee and Green Bay.

725 Blue Harbor Dr.  |  Sheboygan
(920) 452-2900
blueharboresort.com

The Harborview – 
Ascend Collection
Inspire productivity with our 
flexible meeting rooms—per-
fect for corporate retreats, 
planning sessions, or celebra- 
tions—all just steps from 
Lake Michigan in charming 
downtown Port Washington.

135 E Grand Ave  |  Port Washington
(262) 284-9461  |  theharborview.com

Metropolis Resort
Plan your next meeting  
with Metropolis Resort, 
where productivity meets  
play. From catered confer-
ences to after-hours fun,  
we make every event one  
to remember.

5150 Fairview Dr.  |  Eau Claire
(715)-514-2341
metropolisresort.com

Heidel House Hotel & 
Conference Center
Lakeside charm meets  
modern comfort at Heidel 
House! Enjoy spacious guest 
rooms, two on-site restaurants,  
coffee lounge, exceptional 
amenities, and 11,000+ sq ft of 
versatile meeting space.

653 Illinois Ave  |  Green Lake
(920) 807-0300  |  heidelhouse.com

Hotel Marshfield
Host it all at Hotel Marshfield— 
99 guest rooms, two ballrooms,  
boardroom, private dining, and  
8,250 sq. ft. of flexible space.  
Meetings, lodging, dining—
your complete event destina-
tion in Central Wisconsin.

2700 S. Central Avenue  |  Marshfield
(715) 387-2700
hotelmarshfield.com

Hotel Verdant
Host unforgettable events 
at our award-winning, Gold 
LEED-certified hotel, featuring  
versatile venues—from elegant  
ballrooms to a rooftop garden  
bar—blending modern design,  
eco-luxury, and stunning Lake  
Michigan views.

500 Main Street  |  Racine
(262) 456-6851  |  hotelverdant.com

Maxwell Mansion
Historic Boutique Hotel & Event 
Venue with 28 exquisite guest  
rooms, a heated seasonal out- 
door pool, two craft cocktail bars  
including the famous Speakeasy  
Bar, unconventional meeting 
and breakout spaces with 
team building options.

304 S Wells Street  |  Lake Geneva
(262) 248-9711  |  staymaxwell.com

Embassy Suites 
Madison Downtown
Downtown Madison’s newest 
hotel, steps from Monona Terrace  
Community and Convention 
Center & the Wisconsin State 
Capitol. Enjoy our complimen- 
tary Evening Reception and 
full, cooked to order breakfast.

231 S. Pinckney Street  |  Madison
(608) 740-6870
hilton.com/en/hotels/msnbces

Fairway Inn & Suites
Host events of all sizes—up to 
850 guests—at Fairway Inn & 
Suites, featuring 17,000 sq ft 
of versatile space next to Fox 
Hills Golf Course. Perfect for 
conferences, banquets, and 
unforgettable gatherings.

250 W Church St  |  Mishicot
(920) 654-2340
fairwayinnandsuites.com

Meet in Wisconsin!  |  WISCONSINLODGING.ORG

http://wisconsinlodging.org
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Supplier Profile: 
Tom Graybill
Tri-Marq Communications, Inc.

What are three unique things that set your company apart?
Tri-Marq combines great technical expertise and innovative creative ideas with 
a culture that emphasizes serving people, both our clients and their audiences, 
to deliver great results.  We love bringing new concepts while ensuring that they 
will “work” and be of value in our shows. Our clients return year-after-year for 
seamless production even as their events grow in size and complexity.

As show producers, we are not limited by miles, oceans, or country borders. We 
have directed events on six continents - coming for you Antarctica! - while always 
enjoying working in our backyard here in Wisconsin. 
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Dazzling audiences with unique experiences is one of the 
best parts of our jobs. Creating a hologram of Whitney 
Houston on stage? Incorporating a water wall into an 
annual meeting? Projecting a seamless 130 foot wide 
image that reviewers described as “3-D without the 
glasses?” Working with Hall of Fame rock stars as well as 
heads of state? Projection mapping indoors & outdoors? 
The list goes on and on. In our 37+ years of helping 
clients, these are just some of the ways we have turned 
conferences into memories.

What unique solutions or services do you offer to 
meeting and event planners?
There are several advantages for planners to work with 
Tri-Marq. Because we are not an equipment company, we 
can work anywhere. And when we rent the gear we need, 
the cost is passed through to the client. We don’t make 
a dime on it. This approach allows us to select the right 
technology for the event, rather than being constrained to 
“what we have in the back.” 

We collaborate extensively with our clients to ensure no 
surprises. This includes doing room layouts and working 
with venues to determine the best stage and room design, 
presented to clients before any setup begins.

Our almost four decades of experience means we have 
seen all that can go wrong - and right! - and can adapt to 
unforseen circumstances. We bring ideas and concerns 
based on doing dozens of shows a year, sometimes five or 
more in the same week!

Perhaps the biggest service we bring to our clients is trust. 
Those who work with Tri-Marq know we will take care of 
them and their audience. This is why the vast amount of our 
work is repeat business and referrals. 

What’s something you’re passionate about outside of 
work? or what do you enjoy doing in your free time?
I have been blessed with a wonderful wife going on 34 
years and two amazing daughters. I cherish family time 
and appreciate that my girls still like hanging out with their 
parents...occasionally. 

I play guitar - badly - and picked up target shooting as a 
hobby a few years back. There is something cathartic about 
blasting a clay target with a shotgun that can’t be described 
in words. I enjoy taking newbies out and introducing them 
to this fun sport.

For more than 14 years, I have been teaching students - 
both college and high school - and adults the fine art of 
networking. This skill is so crucial in our industry but is 
truly beneficial for anyone for the rest of their lives. It is 
an amazing experience for me to see a classroom grow 
in confidence from the lessons I share, with many people 
reaching back to me even years later on how it helped them 
in their careers and life.

What would your walk-up song be? 
“Thunderstruck” - AC/DC.  Thanks Ed!

What is your business philosophy or approach to working with clients? 
My philosophy is simple. What is the best solution for the client. What 
delivers the most bang for the buck. How do we deliver an experience so 
the meeting planner doesn’t have to worry about the A/V and production. 
They have enough to worry about!

We need to perform every time for every client, no matter the size, venue, 
or presentation. 
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If you’re interested 
in volunteering, 

reach out to us at 
admin@mpiwi.org

Celebrating National Volunteer Day — December 15

As we close out another incredible year, we want to take a moment to celebrate 
National Volunteer Day and thank every MPI Wisconsin volunteer who gave their 
time, energy, and heart in 2025. Whether you served on a committee, helped plan an 
event, donated an auction item, or simply showed up to lend a hand — you’ve made 
a difference.

Our chapter thrives because of members like you who make connections happen and 
keep our community strong.

If you’ve ever thought about getting more involved, there’s no better time than now! 
Volunteering with MPI Wisconsin is a fun and rewarding way to grow your network, 
develop new skills, and shape the future of our industry.

mailto:Admin%40mpiwi.org?subject=
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Welcome to the lake-city-lake meeting place. 

#2 Best State Capitals for Safety (WalletHub).
300+ downtown restaurants and attractions. 
Gold rated for walkability.

V I S I T M A D I S O N . C O M / M E E T I N G S

PLAN YOUR
MEETING

SCENIC.
SAFE.
WALKABLE.
MADISON, WI.  

http://visitmadison.com/meetings
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NOTE
If you have any news to share 
in this column, please contact 
Nickie Rouleau, Director - 
Publications & Community 
Outreach, nrouleau@wcd.org.

Compiled by Nickie Rouleau

After 34 years with Chula Vista Resort, Renata 
Prellwitz, “CMP” has taken on a new role 
as Director of Sales at the all-new Dellshire 
Resort, set to open in Spring 2026 in Wisconsin 
Dells. The first phase of this highly anticipated 
property will feature 208 guest rooms and 
meeting space for up to 350 attendees. “I’ve 
always wanted to open a property from the 
ground up, and the Dellshire Resort has given 
me that fabulous opportunity,” says Prellwitz. 
This upscale themed resort greets guests with a 
60-foot fire-breathing dragon and an immersive 
augmented reality experience, bringing a 
new level of service, creativity, and charm to 
Wisconsin Dells.

mailto:nrouleau%40wcd.org?subject=
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Our own Agenda editor, Tyler Priefer is 
now Tyler Lewis – she was married on 
September 27, 2025 – Congratulations! 



With hundreds of hours of free education for MPI members, the MPI Academy is your one-stop shop for 
meeting planning and event industry skills training, CE credits and certificate courses. Featuring online and 
in-person classes and webinars, it's the perfect resource for the job you have - or the job you want.

CERTIFICATE COURSES: https://www.mpi.org/education

Enhance your meeting planning career with the
 

MPI ACADEMY

https://www.mpi.org/education
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