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Welcome to 
News UK 

During these incredibly difficult times for our 
industry, we want to keep you informed of what is 
happening across News UK, both from a travel and a 
wider business perspective. 

 

Whilst our top priority remains keeping the nation 
informed and entertained each and every day, we 
are also producing more research and thought 
leadership pieces than ever before. 

 

We will be sharing the most relevant information 
with you each week to help keep you fully informed. 

 



The Times & 
Sunday Times 
 

Throughout the period of lockdown, The Times & 
Sunday Times has thrived, with readers needing our 
insight and analysis more than ever. 

 

All digital sections are up significantly. 
Unsurprisingly the key growth driver is News at 
+42% YoY. 

 

As print circulation continues to hold up well, from 
September we will see The Sunday Times Travel 
Section return to a standalone format. The Times 
pagination will also increase to its usual size. 

 

 

 

 

 

Week commencing 27th July at a glance: 

 

- 23k readers of the paper have signed up for our 
new Home News Delivery scheme 

- 560k subscribers 

- 87m page views in total last week 

 



The Sun 

The Sun remains Britain’s best read newsbrand and 
during lockdown we have seen the number of 
people coming to us for travel content increasing 
significantly. 

 

All digital sections are significantly up YoY. Money 

saw a the biggest spike in traffic, +94% on last week. 

 

Base print sales continue to improve and we have 

increased the supply of bulk copies. Last week saw 

the return of our poplar ’Thorpe Park’ and ‘Super 

Days’ promotions which ran alongside in-store offers 

with selected retailers. 

 

 

 

Week commencing 27th July at a glance: 

 

- 66k readers of the paper have signed up for our 
new Home News Delivery scheme 

- 12% YoY increase in unique visitors 

- 123m page views in total last week 

 



Times Travel 
content 

In the most popular article of last week, we gave a 
rundown of the destinations that have been least 
affected by the virus, are mostly served by travel 
corridors and offer sunshine in October, 
November and December. This was clearly of 
enormous interest, gaining double the views of the 
second placed article about mixed messages from 
the government. 

 

Enthusiasm for winning a five star break, 
summertime glacier skiing and spa trips post-
lockdown show that our readers are longing for a bit 
of luxury. 

 

 

Top 5 most read travel articles last week: 

 

1. Delayed gratification: the best trips for autumn 
and winter 2020 

2. As the messages become more muddled, so 
confidence - and compliance - diminishes 

3. Win a luxury break for two in Ayrshire, at 
Glenapp Castle 

4. Higher calling: summertime glacier skiing 

5. What are spas like post-lockdown? 

 

 

 

http://www.thetimes.co.uk/edition/travel/delayed-gratification-the-best-trips-for-autumn-and-winter-2020-bjtc30m9k?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter?echobox=1596362641
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Sun Travel 
content 

The importance of Spain to Sun readers was clearer 
than ever week. The top performing article on the 
Balearic and Canary Islands remaining on the 
quarantine list gained more than three times the 
visitors and engaged minutes than its nearest 
pursuer - an article about Benidorm. 
 
Spain wasn’t the only destination to hit the 
headlines, with our readers also keen to discover all 
the latest travel advice to Greece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top 5 most read travel articles last week: 

 

1. Balearic and Canary Islands STAY on UK 
quarantine list 

2. Spain travel ban forces Benidorm to ‘snub Brits’ 

3. The best water parks in the world - with Spain 
and Ireland making the top ten 

4. Can I go on holiday to Greece? 

5. Cornwall coronavirus cases triple in a week as 
tourists flock to busy beaches 

https://www.thesun.co.uk/travel/12297606/spain-balearic-canary-island-quarantine-lifted-infection-data-britain/
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https://www.thesun.co.uk/travel/12296716/benidorm-brit-ban-spain-cheap-holidays/
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Weekly travel 
search term trends 

Searches around Mekong river cruising rose 
significantly over the last seven days, as Jane 
McDonald took to Asia in her latest cruise show. 

 

Staycations continue to be a popular theme, with 
treehouses, last minute caravan breaks and best 
beaches in the UK all making our list of trends. 

 

Interest in luxury hotels was also on the rise, with 
The Ritz and QE2 in Dubai showing a huge spike 
week on week, whilst the rise in searches for villas, 
treehouses and caravan holidays suggests that there 
is still a strong demand for accommodation that 
allows guests to have a degree of social distancing. 

 

Notable search increases last week: 
 

● River cruise Cambodia and Vietnam (breakout) 

● AMA Waterways Mekong (breakout) 

● The Ritz Hotel (800%) 

● QE2 Hotel Dubai (500%) 

● Mekong river cruise (1000%) 

● Mr & Mrs Smith staycation (250%) 

● James Villas (100%) 

● Treehouse holidays UK (90%) 

● Last minute caravan holidays (60%) 

● Best beaches in the UK (60%) 

 



Best Places to 
Stay 
 

“This is the definitive guide to Britain's loveliest hotels, 
from cosy pubs to smart city stays and rural retreats. We 
research hundreds of options, including new openings 
and updated favourites and send our team of writers to 
inspect them. From the resulting reviews, we select the 
very best, with 10 entries, including a winner, from each 
of eight regions: Southeast, Southwest, North, East, 
Central, London, Wales and Scotland. We also pick some 
favourites based on categories such as romance, seaside 
and best for foodies. With striking imagery, maps and 
panels, this is one of our most popular and best-kept 
print issues of the year. Digitally, we create a content 
hub that drives engagement with our online audience 
throughout the year.” 

- Jenny Coad, Deputy Travel Editor, Times & 
Sunday Times 

Coming October 2020 

 

- Opportunities to sponsor one of our most 
popular franchises 

- Marketing to support this across print, digital and 
radio 

- View last year’s microsite here 

 

 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/best-places-to-stay-100-top-british-hotels-bg057mbp6


LUXX Magazine  

LUXX is an intelligent, informative and entertaining 
look at the good things in life. It’s not about 
billionaires or price tags, but thoughtful, intelligent 
luxury: craftsmanship, good design, purpose and 
giving back.  

 

September’s issue, has travel edit covering UK hotels 
and a new spa in Switzerland.  

 

The November issue will feature ideas for incredible 
trips and tours on the Travel LUXX List, plus a piece 
on private jets. 

 

At a glance: 

 

5th September issue – Copy due 18th August 

7th November issue - Copy deadline: 14th October 

 

350k circulation of the c.100 page glossy magazine 
within the Saturday Times, targeted at the most 
affluent postcode areas of the UK. 

 

For further information and page rates, contact 
felicity.king@news.co.uk  

mailto:felicity.king@news.co.uk


News Live 

News Live is a new thought leadership initiative that 
sees our senior leadership team discuss key topics of 
the day with industry experts. 

 

The next News Live Stream, on Wednesday 12th 
August, will debate The New (In)Formal with the 
team from The Fifth, our influencer marketing 
agency. 

 

You can find all previous webcasts, ranging from an 
introduction to Times Radio to how our very own 
travel editors have reacted in the wake of Covid-19 
here> 

Sharing ideas 
and intelligence 
to help shape 
your thinking. 

LIVE 

https://newscommercial.co.uk/news-live/


Sunday Times 
Travel Mag is 200! 

Hitting the newsstands today, is the 200th edition of 
The Sunday Times Travel Magazine. 
 
Editor Ed Grenby said of the issue: “It’s a much-
needed-at-the-moment celebration of the very best 
in travel: our all-time top 200 favourite islands, 
cities, beaches, bars, hotels, airlines, websites, the 
works.” 
 
Available from all good newsagents, be sure to pick 
up your copy and start planning. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who has supported 
the magazine over the past 17 years. 



Thank you 
 
Get in touch: newsuktravel@news.co.uk 


